The Northern Plains

NORTHERN PLAINS OF INDIA

(Indo-Gangetic-Brahmaputra Plains)
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Northern Plains of India

“*The Northern Plains of India (often referred to
as the Indo-Gangetic Plains) are a vast, fertile
alluvial plain stretching across northern India.
They are one of the most Important
physiographic regions in the country in terms of
population, agriculture, and economic activity g
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Location and Extent

* The Northern Plains lie south of the Himalayas and north of the Peninsular Plateau. /

39 A fRATT & &fur # 3R Ui yoR & 3Tk A RAA ¢

* They extend roughly about 2400 km from west to east and 150-320 km from north to
south covering over 7 lakh sq. km. /.ﬁ R 9fYH | qd eP1PT 2400 ol a6 qan 3Y A
&faoT PTHAT 150-320 fdsHt db el gU & 3R 1T 7 A1 31 by A% ol 8¥d ¢

* These plains spread across multiple Indian states including : Punjab, Haryana, Delhi,
Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, Jharkhand, West Bengal, and Assam / & 8&F WRd & &3 4] H
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Ambala (Haryana) is the highest point in the plains at
about 291 m above sea level and marks a divide
QY between the Indus and Ganga river systems / 3{dTcl
¥
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Formation

* The plains were formed by the continuous dzmsition of alluvium

* Indus / A,
» Ganga / Il

» Brahmaputra / g9,
along with their numerous tributaries. The rivers carry sediments

from the Himalayas and spread them over the low-lying basin,
building up rich alluvial soil over millions of years / AT 3-hl 31
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Alluvial Soil / STelte fAs)
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and human use throughout t
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Dense Population / ¥-I STHITAT

Key Features

e

Abundant Water Supply / U<¥ STcT 3UcTEIdl

* The major river systems and their tributaries provide a

ar. / 41 gonfadn
Elazgggrm%'l

mgle water for irrigation

3P HE—ID

* The plains are almost entirely made up of fertile alluvial soil, which is ideal for

farming. / A AGH T G3I dRE 3USTTS Siciie A A §4 §, ST $fY & fAv 31cdd 3ug &l
Flat and Extensive Terrain / THdd 3R faxqgd 9-316fa

* The region has a very gentle and nearly level slope from the foothills towards the

south, / 3 &F $I T 9gd gobl & 3R g YddIT Ireue2r | fAT B 3R PIPT THAA

T ay

* Because of fertile land, water availability, and good climate, the plains are some of
the most densely populated parts of India./ 39313 ‘{jﬁ[, Hﬁ.ﬁ 3UAEMT 3R APl
STIdTY & BRUT A AGH WRA & JdH -1 TS Tt 331 A J UF g




ricultural Importanc

* Thanks to the rich alluvial soil and regular water supply, the Northern Plains are the
breadbasket of India, supporting cultivation of:/ 39313 Sicile sl 3R AT 571 3MYfd &
BRUT ITRI HETH WRA BT 37 HER Baclld ¢l T&l T w9 A Fafciiad Bereil b1 Wil bl STl §—

* Rice (8T14)
+ Wheat (3Ig)
* Sugarcane (3TT)

e Millets (dT310)
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» This region contributes significant
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IMPORTANT CROPS OF NORTHERN PLAIN

(Indo-Gangetic-Brahmaputra Plains)
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Divisions of Northern Plains

(i) Punjab Plains / 43TT1d & AgH \

 Westernmost part of the

Northern Plains. / 30 ASMHI &I
oy gfgHT 9P|

* Formed by the Indus River and
its tributaries (Jhelum, Chenab,
Ravi, Beas, Sutlej). / SA®I fAAToT
e At qUT 3BT AeRID AT —
ST —GRT 37 8

* Covers parts of Punjab and

Haryana. / Jg &3 Usld 3iR
W%@Wﬁ%gﬁ%l

(ii) Ganga Plains / 3PTT & AgM \

*Central part of the Northern
Plains. / 301 HGIHI BT bald AP

Stretch from the Yamuna river
catchment in the west to the
Bangladesh border in the east. /

Y gfFH | JHAT ¢ & 379dTg & A
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°Includes 1mportant landforms

like Bhabar, Tarai, Bhangar, and
Khadar plains. / 39 &3 H Y[R,

RT8, YR 3R FWiR 5 Hged Ul

RYT UTU 3Td |

(i) Brahmaputra Plains

SgIqd & AgH

*Easternmost belt formed by the
Brahmaputra River and its

tributaries. / 3T ASHl B Iad

*Located mainly in Assam.
g & I ®Y {37 § A g

*Characterized by riverine islands,
sandbars, and frequent flooding
due to the low gradient./ &H Glcl

&% BRUT JgI A ¢, dlc] & Clal
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(Ganga-

Brahmaputra
Delta:

* The largest delta in the world is formed where the
‘ Ganga and Brahmaputra meet in Bangladesh.
‘ -+ {39 &1 qY 37 ST TPATGRA & I 3R FgIqH e &
I\ .
I A ST &

* Part of it iIncludes the Sunderbans, known for
mangrove forests and the Royal Bengal Tiger.
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.Ph siographic Sub-Divisions
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1. Bhabar (MTdR)

 Narrow belt (8-16 km wide)

o HBY ST (TPTIT 8-16 faorY )

* Lies south of Shiwaliks

+ frarfeiss qdddTel & gfdior A RAd

* Coarse materials (pebbles, boulders)
qI¢ HUN drell IrRfl (babs, dicer) A dH1
» Rivers disappear underground / f&dT T&1 YfATd &l 3TTell &
Poor for agriculture / $fY & A0 31U




Physiographic Sub-Divisions

2. Terai (cRTS)
* Lies south of Bhabar / 9G¥ & &fgur § f&d

Marshy & swampy region /Gciceil 31R swampy &3

Rivers re-emerge / Al T81 YF g IR Ydhe &l &
Dense forests, high groundwater

g4 99 3R 3 ﬂﬁawwm%
Productive after reclamation
YA JUR (reclamation) & d1¢ 3dd 39113




3. Bhangar (4PR)

-Older alluvial plains (Y= sieiie #gM)

Above flood level

dTe & ¥R I S A
*Contains kankar (calcareous nodules) 4. Khadar (Elcr)

| S B3 (TIER TIS) 9TC T & » New alluvium / 9419 Siclie @Sl I -1 27
Less fertile than Khadar , ,

. * Flood plains along rivers
IR bl -1 H HH 3Y113

. Afe) & fHaR A 916 oM

» Renewed every year / &% @4 73 3Tclle ﬁﬁi :
. 4 % STTa A T 0T AT & Q.

* Most fertile region

. g 3P 395113 A




Physiographic Divisions of the Northern Plains
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